
Blew them away in the Windy City – first Masters medal for Britain: Kiruna 2000 
 

By your on the spot reporter 

 

 
Silver: H. Kaurila, FIN   Gold: A. Severinkangas, FIN   Bronze: H. Field, GB 

Ladies 10 km freestyle 
 

Other results: 

12.1 % of winner’s time, Hilary Field, Ladies 10 km freestyle. New BMCCSA all-time record 

14.5 % of winner’s time, Norman Clark, Men’s 30 km freestyle. New BMCCSA all-time male record 
28 individual starts, only 8 British gold medals 
 

Everyone seemed to think that this was the best MWC ever: I’ve attended seven and, for me, I would 

put myself in the category of “everyone”. The tracks were excellent; a good test of skiing ability with, 
at least on the 10 and 15 km courses, just the right combination of steep and more gentle uphills, three 

fast but safe steep downhills, a 1 km gentle descent at about 6 km, giving a welcome rest, and a rather 

scenic section after about 1 km where the track went up between two large slag heaps from the local 
iron ore mine. Other than this, the track went well out into the countryside, through the scrub and 

small trees very typical of northern Nordic countries. There was a nice climb between about 12 and 

14 kms, which started steeply and then climbed more slowly, before descending again into the 
stadium and which, although I never managed to get up it very well during the races, I liked. 

 

For classic skiing at least, there was an almost perfect variation between all four principal techniques: 

diagonal stride, kick-double pole, double pole and head plant. Only the Austrians complained that 
these tracks were too hard for ladies, but if they didn’t like this, they must have been apoplectic in 

Folgaria. I only skied the 5 km and easier 10 km circuits once, and for me they were a bit too nadgery 

with too many bends, turns and twists, but apart from this and their shortness, they seemed to be okay 
and I didn’t hear any complaints. 



 

Everything was within easy reach of the accommodation, the organisation was efficient (Team 
Captains meetings sometimes finished in 20 minutes and they even sent me, some weeks later, the 

minutes of the Team Captains and Jury meetings), everyone was friendly and helpful, and Britain 

obtained two significant new records. 

 
The nitpickers could perhaps have found a few things which could have been better: the tracks prior to 

the races had not been pisted (they were good, but not in race-ready condition); in some places the 

tracks were cut across a slope (which only really affected the skaters); the race tracks were under 
length (maybe 300 m on the 15 km circuit but much more on the 5 km and 10 km circuits, the warm-

up tracks were inadequate, and the tracks within the first two kilometres were a bit too narrow (again 

only really for skating). 
 

From my personal point of view, I would add that it was a shame that there had been rain and above 

zero conditions on the second day after our arrival, meaning that the snow was transformed. Although 

it subsequently returned to well below zero and remained as stick wax conditions, I found that this led 
to less than perfect grip waxing conditions and rather abrasive glide waxing conditions. I could have 

done without the almost constant strong wind, it would have been nice to have rather more racers in 

the skating races (there were far more racers in classic than in freestyle), and I’d have liked a few 
more hopeless racers in the M3 category to prevent me picking up three further British gold medals. 

But these are all minor comments most of which, especially my own lack of skiing prowess, were out 

of the control of the organisers. 
 

And so to the races. These started in a different order than before, meaning that Tim East missed his 

first 30 km classical race; but the rest was to do him good in the 45 km. First off was Bert in the 

30 km freestyle. This was Bert’s first MWC since becoming a BMCCSA member and he showed how 
at home he is by easily picking up a British gold medal, his first, although his percentage, in this and 

his other two races, of between 25 and 28 % puts him above the mark (30 %) for a good BMCCSA 

performance. In the M3 category, Brian Adams had a good race to finish well up in the field, but at 
19 % of the winner’s time, he was a little below his best of 17 %. Brian is talking of having a year or 

two off from skiing which, in my view, would be a mistake. He was consistently fastest Brit and, with 

the entry of Brian Walton to the MWC next year, there could be some good competition between the 

two. The doctor’s recommendation is to take one more MWC then have time off. 
 

Next was Tim Banks over the same distance, picking up a confident and confidence-inspiring Gold 

medal, albeit in a good time, which is always somewhat galling. Making his debut in MWCs was 
Alan Jones in the M7 category. He did well to not finish last in his first race and, not only that, but he 

also missed out on any British medals by virtue of the number of DNFs (and they all count). This was 

to continue in his remaining races, only achieving a British bronze in the 10 km. Only in the 30 km 
was he a little off the pace but, again by virtue of the number of DNFs, he missed out on a medal (and 

in the M11 category, a true bronze medal was won with a time of 100 % of the winner’s). 

 

Last racer out on this first day was Norman, much improved over last year in Grindelwald and 
competing in the M9 category, which definitely seemed to be the most competitive (read vicious and 

sometimes bad-tempered) category of them all. Nonetheless, Norman skied extremely well to what 

was close (17.9 %) to a new all time BMCCSA percentage record. But then it wasn’t because, on 
publication of the results, he’d been disqualified for taking the wrong route. The fact that the wrong 

route had been taken was never in question, but what I object to is when “officials” give wrong advice 

which leads to disqualification. All Norman had to do was ski back to the finishing fork and he would 
probably have been okay but, as it was, he was advised to climb over the ropes in full view of the 

jury. All was to end well, however, because later in the week the jury decided to overturn the 

disqualification and he was reinstated. 

 



Incidentally, while taking nothing away from their performances, race times between the “normal” 10 

and 15 km times and those on the “easier” courses, partly due to the shortness of the latter, cannot be 
directly compared. This is particularly shown by looking at the relay results. 

 
Men's M1-M6 30 km freestyle 

 

Fastest D. Vedeneev  RUS M1 1.13:08.9 

1) P. Dzioubenko  RUS M2 1.15:00.9 
15) B. Scholten  NED M2 1.34:01.8 25.3 %  (15 starters) 

 

1) A. Merkouchev  RUS M3 1.15:29.4 

12) B. Adams  GB M3 1.29:50.7 19.0 % (16 starters) 

 

1) G. Barbueda  SUI M5 1.19:19.7 

35) T. Banks  GB M5 1.52:29.6 41.8 % (35 starters) 

 

Men’s M7-M11 15 km freestyle 

 

1) S. Matberg  NOR M7    39:44.4 

39) A. Jones   GB M7 1.07:26.6 69.7 % (42 starters) 
 

1) A. Buergler  SUI M9    38:05.6 

12) N. Clark   GB M9    44:55.6 17.9 % (17 starters) 

 

The following day saw the first classic event, with yours truly, Chris Chrystal, Paddy and Hilary Field 

all taking part in their respective categories. Chris was maybe tired after his excellent 6 hour 
performance in the Vasaloppet a week or two previously (at least I think that I’ve seen him perform 

better and my personal opinion is that it takes quite some time to recover from such long distance 

events) although his percentages for his first year in the M7 category were about the same as 
Grindelwald a year ago. Paddy and Hilary both performed well, and were well up in their categories; 

Paddy, like Bert, beating the 30 % barrier and Hilary's 15.1 % being, temporarily, the best result ever 

by a British skier, male or female. 
 
Men's M1-M6 30 km classic 

 

Fastest J. Lindvall  NOR M4 1.14:07.7 

1) T. Bjorhusdal  NOR M3 1.16:41.9 

39) A. Pinney  GB M3 1.54:17.0 49.0 % (39 starters) 

 

Men's M7-M11 15 km classic 

 
1) B. Hansen  NOR M7    46:31.6 

58) C. Chrystal  GB M7 1.01:29.3 32.1 % (70 starters) 

 

1) I. Wilhelmsen  NOR M8    46:33.3 

39) P. Field   GB M8 1.00:15.0 29.4 % (45 starters) 

 
Ladies F7-F10 15 km classic 

 

1) R. Svebsson  SWE F7    47:53.4 
8) H. Field   GB F7    55:06.8 15.1 % (17 starters) 

 

The next day came the 15 km and 10 km races and this was the best day in the history of BMCCSA 

participation. The morning saw Hilary in the 10 km, which totally redefined performance levels. 

Forget British medals; this was a real medal, bronze and a new all time percentage record of 12.1 %. 
We went, that evening, to the prize presentation and I can tell you that the cheer that went up as 

Hilary went to collect her medal was significantly louder than that for medal winners from other 

countries that do it so often that they are simple bored with the whole process. Both Paddy and Hilary 



claim to have retired from MWCs now, in which case I suspect that Hilary’s record is likely to survive 

for quite some time. On the other hand, Hilary was, at one stage in the race, in second place so ... 
there is still some incentive. 

 

Bert, Brian, Alan and Norman then raced in their freestyle races. Bert improved to pick up a British 

silver medal while Brian, for reasons never fully explained, did not perform quite as well as in his first 
race. Norman’s race proved to be quite eventful. Initially well up, he was shoved off the track by an 

Italian skier (which led to a warning from the jury to the Italian team) and collided with a tree. Blood 

pouring down his face, he nonetheless skied on to the finish and, in spite of everything, set a new all 
time men’s percentage record of 17.4 %. His arrival caused much excitement; the race doctor finally 

had a real incident to deal with. And then when we went to the hospital to have the knit-one-pearl-one 

done on his nut, this was an absolute red-letter day for them. At one stage we seemed to have two 
doctors, one trainee doctor, three nurses and a stand-in (i.e. someone who came and stood in the room 

without having a clearly defined role). Talk about understaffing in the NHS. But all ended well, and 

we even got his hat back that evening. 

 
Ladies F7-F10 10 km freestyle 

 

1) A. Severinkangas  FIN F7    25:58.6 

2) H. Kaurila  FIN F7    28:58.5 

3) H. Field   GB F7    29:06.8 12.1 % (10 starters) 

 

Men's M1-M6 15 km freestyle 

 

Fastest D. Vedeneev  RUS M1    31:16.7 
1) P. Dzioubenko  RUS M2    32:42.6 

13) B. Scholten  NED M2    42:05.6 28.7 % (14 starters) 

 

1) H. Tarvainen  FIN M3    32:15.1 

19) B. Adams  GB M3    40:35.9 25.9 % (23 starters) 

 

Men's M7-M11 10 km freestyle 

 

1) S. Matberg  NOR M7    21:23.9 

39) A. Jones   GB M7    33:13.9 55.3 % (41 starters) 

 

1) K.-E. Innala  SWE M9    23:40.7 
15) N. Clark   GB M9    27:48.5 17.4 % (19 starters) 

 

The following day three Brits, Tim E., Tim B. and I took part in the 15 km classic, albeit in three 

different age categories. This was my best race by far; I had reasonably good wax and I skied about as 
fast as I could throughout the whole race, up against a New Zealander. I thought that I had left him 

behind but on the last steep hill he came back and overtook. I sped up to stick with him, but was then 

tracked twice in short succession and dropped a few metres back. So my best performance still 

resulted in nothing more than a British gold medal. Next on time came Tim B., himself putting up a 
good performance at 36.7 % of the winner's time, followed by Tim E. 

 
Men's M1-M6 15 km classic 

 
Fastest F.A. Solbakken  NOR M1    35:34.8 

1) V. Koshkin  RUS M2    36:29.4 

25) T. East   GB M2    55:55.9 53.3 % (25 starters) 

 

1) G. Engalaro  ITA M3    36:24.1 

35) A. Pinney  GB M3    51:16.4 42.4 % (35 starters) 

 

1) E. Vaisanen  FIN M5    38:02.4 

57) T. Banks  GB M5    51:59.2 36.7 % (60 starters) 



 
Men's M7-M11 10 km classic 

 
1) B. Hansen  NOR M7    23:39.4 

66) C. Chrystal  GB M7    32:16.3 36.4 % (78 starters) 

 

1) I. Wilhelmsen  NOR M8    24:53.3  

34) P. Field   GB M8    31:22.0 26.0 % (49 starters) 

 
Men's M7 4 x 5 km relay 

 
Fastest  NOR 55:07.7  8) GB C. Chrystal 14:55.2   P. Field   14:03.3 

      A. Jones  26:07.0   N. Clark  21:58.6 = 1.17:04.1 

 

The last day’s racing saw the same classical battle between the two Tims and me, this time the 
finishing positions being somewhat changed. Tim B. was secretly very pleased to finish fastest (but 

was trying not to let on), while Tim E. finished second fastest, finishing face covered in snot and 

looking very professional. Paddy and Chris resumed their battle in the 30 km, Paddy again coming out 

just a little ahead on time. 
 

Bert was sole BMCCSA member in the younger men’s freestyle class, Brian having decided to race 

this distance in classical but then ruling himself out because of a long-standing back injury. Next 
came Hilary in the 30 km race although, somewhat tired, this did not repeat the heights of a few days 

previously, despite vigorous vocal support from us Brits who’d finished our respective races. Last but 

not least came Alan and Norman in the 30 and 20 km freestyle races respectively. This proved to be 
Norman’s best race by far, and also established a new all-time male record of 14.5 %, beating the 

previous record held by Brian. Alan was the last Brit to finish, demonstrating that stamina also has a 

role to play in addition to speed. Despite finishing last, he came away without a British medal, there 

being three DNFs. 
 

Men's M1-M6 45 km classic 

 
Fastest B.A. Kroken  NOR M1 1.56:45.3 

1) V. Koshkin  RUS M2 1.57:19.7 

18) T. East   GB M2 2.52:25.2 47.0 % (18 starters) 

 
1) G. Englaro  ITA M3 1.55:55.0 

31) A. Pinney  GB M3 2.56:41.5 52.4 % (31 starters) 

 

1) E. Vaisanen  FIN M5 1.57:25.2 

47) T. Banks  GB M5 2.49:02.6 44.0 % (53 starters) 

 
Men's M7-M11 30 km classic 

 
1) B. Hansen  NOR M7 1.16:08.1 

60) C. Chrystal  GB M7 1.51:38.1 46.6 % (70 starters) 

 

1) V. Prykari  FIN M8 1.19:47.8 

36) P. Field   GB M8 1.45:11.4 31.8 % (53 starters) 

 
Men's M1-M6 45 km freestyle 

 
Fastest D. Vedeneev  RUS M1 1.42:40.9 

1) P. Dzioubenko  RUS M2 1.47:02.8 

14) B. Scholten  NL M2 2.17:35.0 28.5 % (15 starters) 

 
  



Men's M7-M8 30 km freestyle 

 
1) V. Vydrin  RUS M7 1.12:05.1 

32) A. Jones   GB M7 1.58:55.5 65.0 % (35 starters) 
 

Men’s M8 20 km freestyle 

 

1) K.E. Innala  SWE M9    52:48.7 

9) N. Clark   GB M9 1.00:28.3 14.5 % (16 starters) 

 
Ladies F07-F10 20 km freestyle 

 
1) A. Severinkangas  FIN F7    57:24.3 

5) H. Field   GB F7 1.05:33.4 14.2 % (7 starters) 

 

So that was it. We finished the formal proceedings with one of the best banquets ever seen at a MWC, 

with live musical performances of hits from the shows and a compere who everyone agreed should be 
hit in the face with a frying pan, before those who’d manage to get flights out on Sunday left the 

following morning. Alan, Norman and I had to stay until Monday so on Sunday Alan and I went for a 

relaxing tour round the 15 km track, which I enjoyed so much that I did the same in the afternoon. As 
said at the beginning, probably the best MWC ever. 


